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BASIC ABSTRACT: 

DE 19539952 
Novel mutant 



residue 
least 1 



A UPAB: 19970606 

serine acetyltransf erase proteins, comprise the 273 
wild type amino acid sequence given in the specification with at 
amino acid substitution between residues 97-273 or at least 1 amino acid 
deletion in the C-terminal region from residue 227, excluding the 
substitution Met256Ile. Also claimed are: (1) DNA sequence encoding a 
protein as above; and (2) microorganisms whose cysteine metabolism is 
deregulated by at least 1 such DNA sequence. 

USE - O-acetylserine, L-cysteine or L-cysteine derivatives can be 
produced by culturing the microorganisms in a nutrient medium, preferably 
containing a sulphur donor, especially thiosulphate (claimed) . L-Cysteine 
is used in pharmaceuticals to treat bronchial disorders, cosmetics in 
shampoos and permanent waving lotions and foods as an antioxidant, flavour 
enhancer and dough processing additive. 

ADVANTAGE - The mutant enzymes are less sensitive to L-cysteine 
inhibition compared with the wild-type enzyme. 
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